
Report Shows Stubbornly High Poverty Four Years After the 
Great Recession's End  

To Build on Modest Poverty Reductions, Congress Must Protect and Restore 
Basic Aid 

While Investing in Jobs and Services, Says Broad Coalition  
 

Editor's note: Executive Director Deborah Weinstein is available for interviews today 

  
  

  

Washington, D.C: The Great Recession may have officially ended in 2009, but the number and 
proportion of people in poverty is higher four years later.  The poverty rate dropped from 2012 
to 2013, but more than 45 million people are poor.  A report by the Coalition on Human Needs 
documents the stubborn persistence of poverty, analyzing Census Bureau data released this 
week.  New Census Data Confirm Millions Are Still Being Left Behind shows that basic 
assistance such as SNAP/food stamps and unemployment insurance lifts millions out of 
poverty, but that Congress has made harmful cuts to these and other programs.  More 
progress can only be made if basic programs are protected and investments are made to 
create jobs and prepare people for work. 
  
"We could have seen a bigger drop in poverty if Congress hadn't cut food stamps, jobless 
benefits, education and training, housing, and much more," said Deborah Weinstein, executive 
director of the Coalition on Human Needs. "Our nation's future is threatened when one in five 
children is poor and that one in three African American and Latino children live in poverty.  The 
glimmerings of progress in this week's data underscore the need to ensure that poor adults 
have the opportunity to work at decent pay and that poor children can thrive and learn." 
  
The new report, New Census Data Confirm Millions Are Still Being Left 
Behind :Wrongheaded Policy Choices Will Leave Even More on the Brink, compares 
poverty and income in 2013 with the year the recession ended and finds that by many 
measures, many Americans are worse off today. One exception is health insurance.  The 
Census data, and newer findings cited in the report, show millions fewer uninsured because of 
the Affordable Care Act.  "We can act to reduce poverty and hardship," said Weinstein.  "But 
the House of Representatives repeatedly has tried to insist on cuts that would make things 
worse.  1.2 million people escaped poverty because they had unemployment insurance.  But 
the House has stood in the way of restoring federal jobless benefits, plunging more people into 
poverty.  Instead of investing in jobs and raising the minimum wage, they would give away 
hundreds of billions more in tax breaks to corporations and the wealthy.  These backwards 
priorities will push all of us down, except a very favored few."  The report describes funding 
cuts in federal human needs programs since 2010 that undermine progress in alleviating 
poverty. 

  

# # # 

The Coalition on Human Needs (CHN) is an alliance of national organizations working 
together to promote public policies that address the needs of low-income and other vulnerable 
populations.  The Coalition's members include service providers and faith groups, civil rights, 

religious, labor and professional organizations and those concerned with the well-being of 
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children, women, the elderly and people with disabilities.  For more information please 
visit www.chn.org 
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