
WHAT A NOTICE OF MORTGAGE PREPAYMENT MEANS TO YOU
You may have recently received notice that Pinetree Apartments’ owner wants to “pre-pay” the mortgage.  This means the owner wants to pay off the debt to USDA and remove your building from the USDA program. As a tenant living in an apartment complex financed by USDA, you have rights beyond those of most tenants.  Even if the owner pays off the debt to USDA, you may have rights to housing that still continue.
Some of your rights are:

· If you are paying less than market rent or if your rent is based on your income, you are getting federal housing assistance for your apartment.  If you voluntarily move out or are evicted, you most likely will lose this federal housing assistance. 

· Your landlord may not evict you or refuse to renew your lease except for a material violation of your lease or another good reason.  You have a right to a one-year lease.  You cannot be evicted for no reason.
· You have the right to read the owner’s request to prepay and to give USDA your information about why this apartment complex needs to continue to serve people on limited incomes.
If your landlord prepays the mortgage, you will have protections:
· You may be entitled to continue living in your apartment and the rent may continue to be based on your income; or
· You may obtain a voucher to live in another apartment; or

· You may be entitled to go to the top of any other USDA apartment complex’s waiting list.

What You Should Do:
· Get legal advice;
· Do not move without assurance that your housing subsidy will continue; and
· Continue paying the rent and following the lease and the rules.
[image: image1.png]Wy
% Northwest Justice Project












1814 Cornwall Avenue

Bellingham, WA  98225

        1-800-562-8836

